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Islander’s Kids Learning 
Day Care Center

Islander’s Kids Learning Day Care Center has developed a 
strong philosophy about how to operate, based on the obser-
vations, and inspired by the feedback from our students and 
their families, our program has evolved into one that is in the 
best interests of our children.

We provide healthy nutrition homemade food, structure, 
encouragement, and a safe environment through the mainte-
nance of classroom discipline to facilitate growth. Islander’s 
Kids is a home away from home, a place students enjoy at-
tending, and one where learning is also exciting. We aim to 
ensure that our students are on track in their learning and 
development.

aFree Universal Pre-K for 4 years old
aExtracurricular piano, art, dance and chess classes
aHealthy nutrition homemade food
aGifted and Talented

Islander’s Gifted and Talented  
program offers your child one of the best 
test prep courses on Staten Island. Our 
certified instructors use touch screen 

technology combined with a colorful and 
inviting curriculum to help your child 
succeed. Your child will receive weekly 

homework for a well-rounded experience 
to achieve the best possible results. 

219 Jefferson Avenue SI NY 10306,
718-979-5331
www.siccnyc.org, 
islandersinfo04@gmail.com



3CITIZENS MAGAZINE CITIZENSMAGA@GMAIl.CoM

Staten Island now has 
our own grand designer!

By Frank Santarpia 

Perhaps it’s for turning heads as you sip champagne un-
der the stars at that special black-tie affair, or for dancing 
the night away at the wedding of your precious child. Or 
perhaps, as it was for actress Melissa Hunter, it’s to dazzle 
the paparazzi as you take a turn down the Red Carpet at 
the Oscars.

Whatever the occasion, when you want to stun, you 
need to know one name: Galit Couture!

Galit, designer in the finest European tradition, 
opened Galit Couture in Brooklyn, 15 years ago. Using 
only the finest fabrics and materials, their opulent eve-
ning and bridal gowns are created to not only meet, but 
to consistently exceed their clients’ expectations. Galit’s 
and Andre’s designs have appeared in Contemporary 
Bride magazine and she was recently the focus of an ar-

ticle in the New York Times.
How lucky to have a designer of international im-

portance so close to home — and now, with the open-
ing of her new Galit Couture location at 1470 Hylan 
Boulevard on Staten Island, owning a creation by Galit 
has become easier and more convenient than ever.

Picture yourself in a dramatic creation rendered in 
silks, satins and lace. Imagine the secret thrill when you 
realize that they are looking at you, as you walk through 
the room in a strikingly beautiful creation worn with 
comfort and ease. It’s as if you were born for this mo-
ment… and perhaps you were.

If you’re ready to experience Galit Couture, if you’re 
ready to explore the possibilities, if you’re ready to see 
fantasies of high-fashion brought to life in glorious col-
ors and textures, then you are invited to visit the store. 
Bring only your sense of wonder and your willingness to 
picture yourself in one of their unique creations. www.galitcouture.us
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1029 Brighton Beach Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11235

www.Gourmanoff.com

718.517.2297

608 Sheepshead Bay Road 
Brooklyn, NY  11224 
(Neptune Ave. & West 6 St.)
718•946•5400 

2257 East 16 Street 
Brooklyn, NY  11229 
(corner of Gravesend Neck Rd.)
718•368•0402

2339 65 Street
Brooklyn, NY  11204 
(corner of West 4 Street)
718•627•7449

8671 18 Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11214 
(bet. 86 St. & Benson Ave.)
718•259•8850 

97-10 Queens Blvd. 
Rego Park, NY  11374 
(corner of 64th Rd.)
718•459•4400 
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Economy First
By Arkadiy Fridman
Citizens Magazine, 
President 

The economic prosper-
ity of a country and its citi-
zens’ standard of living are very 
dependent on industrial and 
high tech power. America, Ger-
many, Japan and South Korea 
all have basically sound econo-
mies and a high standard of liv-
ing because they have advanced 
industries with companies that 
include Boeing, IBM, Apple, 
Ford, General Motors, Chrysler, 
Mercedes Benz, BMW, Krups, 
Sony, Toyota, Toshiba, Honda, 
Samsung, LG, and many more. 
These nations have excellent 

banking and insurance systems 
as well as stable political sys-
tems. They all compete with one 

another, but face serious com-
petition from China, India and 
Brazil which have populations 
that provide cheap labor.

Given these realities, what 
must America do to remain the 
greatest country in the world?

First, must begin by elect-
ing public officials who are truly 

advocates of the free market sys-
tem. We need this fundamental 
economic principle at every level 

of government and the voters 
must make sure that their elected 
officials stay true to their cam-
paign promises of creating a pro-
free market environment with a 
business friendly tax system.

Second, we must address the 
shortcomings of this nation’s 
education system. Our colleges 

We have a system that increasingly 
taxes work and subsidizes non-work. 

— Milton Friedman

and universities are dangerously 
unbalanced with an abundance 
of progressive economists. 
Since these are the institutions 
that produce our future eco-
nomic leaders, we must see to 
it that students are exposed to 
a balance of economic theories 
and philosophies by increas-
ing the number of conservative 

economists in our institutions 
of higher education.

Our young people, the next 
generation of leaders, must 
understand how a free market 
works. They must know that 
much of America’s greatness 
comes from the strength of 
its middle class. It is the same 
corporations labeled as evil by 

INTERWEST 
UNITED BROKERAGE

703 AVENUE U
BROOKLYN, NY 11223
Phone: 718-645-0001
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porations we have, the more 
Americans will be employed in 
positions that support a middle 
class lifestyle. Of course, corpo-
rations don’t have a monopoly 
on job creation. Collectively 
America’s small businesses 
(typically under1,500 employ-
ees, but including the local dry 
cleaners with seven employees 
and corner fruit and vegetable 
store with three employees) 
are America’s largest employer. 

While these smaller businesses 
do provide some middle class 
jobs, many of their positions 
pay sub-middle class wages. 
However, they are an important 
part of a free market — provid-
ing much needed goods and 
services — and function as an 
entry point for workers who 
will advance as they obtain ex-
perience and become part of 
the middle class.

Third, government unions 
must realize that it is to their 

members’ advantage to have a 
country with a balanced bud-
get. Their demands must be ra-
tional and consistent with eco-
nomic reality. Deficit spending 
will lead to the devaluation of 
our dollar and propel our great 
nation in the direction of be-
coming a third world county. 
Private unions need to under-
stand that the businesses em-
ploying their members must 
be fiscally healthy for all their 
members to keep their jobs. 
Small businesses and corpora-
tions can only function so long 
with red ink on their balance 
sheet before payroll size is neg-
atively impacted.

Bail outs might appear to 
provide a quick fix, but they are 
the wrong way to go. Taking 
money from one group of peo-
ple (hard workers) and giving it 
to another group does not ad-
dress the fundamental problem 
and creates a scenario that can-
not be supported by this nation. 
It will bring about the collapse 
of both our economic and po-
litical systems.

If we follow these principles 
the question of how to motivate 
companies to return to Ameri-
ca will be moot. Our economic 
environment will be sufficiently 
fertile that they will want to be 
here to grow their businesses, 
and as their businesses grow so 
do the number of middle class 
jobs.

many that provide the jobs en-
abling Americans to enjoy a 
middle class lifestyle. Govern-
ment jobs are not the answer. 
Ironically, the more “evil” cor-



10 citizensmag@gmail.com citizens magazine

Reverse Outsourcing. An Open 
Letter to My Republican Friends

By Ilya Galak 

“Not only the wealth, but the indepen-
dence and security of a country, appear to 
be materially connected with the prosper-
ity of manufacturers. Every nation, with 
a view to those great objects, ought to en-
deavor to possess within itself all the essen-
tials of national supply. These comprise the 
means of subsistence, habitation, clothing, 
and defense” — Alexander Hamilton

“Crony Capitalism is an outsourcing 
of American jobs plus walmartization of 
the whole country” — I.G.

What is the trade deficit? Technically 
it’s the amount being imported surpass-
ing the amount being exported. Another 
word for this is OUTSOURCING; since 
that is exactly what it is, buying products 
from overseas instead of making them 
here.

As shown in the above charts, there 
is a strong correlation between the 
amount of outsourcing and our na-

tional debt. How can this be? Well, let’s 
see how manufacturing has an effect on 
our economy.

Say for example that I own a clothing 
factory.

To own a factory I’d need to own or 
rent the property, and pay property taxes 
in turn.

Next I’d need to hire workers to work 
the machines and sow the dresses, T-
shirts, and other things I manufacture; 
they will end up paying income taxes.

But it doesn’t stop there: They will 
need to live somewhere; therefore land-
lords will get business and pay taxes on 
houses and apartments. Then they will 
hire management staff to maintain the 
property, thereby creating more jobs and 
tax revenue.

Many, many small businesses make 
a living by serving working people. 

All those factory workers will have to 
buy their food, household supplies, med-
icine, and other essentials somewhere. 
But it’s not only base goods, when people 
have money leftover after all their needs 
are covered they spend a lot of it on luxu-
ries and entertainment.

That leads to even more businesses 
thriving. All these businesses that serve 
working people will hire even more peo-
ple and create even more jobs, strength-
ening the economy even further.

Now lets see how outsourcing factors 
into this cycle.

I decide to close down my factory and 
start manufacturing my products over-
seas (China, Honduras, Pakistan, Cana-
da, doesn’t matter).

I fire all my workers and they end up 
going on unemployment and welfare. 
Now, instead of paying taxes they are liv-
ing off of the government.

They will end up not being able to af-
ford market rents and move out, possibly 
into government housing. The landlords 
will have to lay off their staff and pay 
fewer taxes.

The laid off workers will not be able to 
afford many goods, especially not luxury 
goods. Most if not all the small business-
es that relied on their patronage will end 
up closing and laying off their workers, 
creating more government dependents.

To curb the unemployment spike that 
outsourcing has created the government 
is hard at working printing money and 
establishing many useless government 
and “non-for-profit” agencies to create 
jobs.

But all that does is make our debt 
grow and make more people dependent 
on the government.

This is a trend all too familiar in this 
country. Do you know of any cities or 
towns that have lost themselves in this 
way?

This is why our national debt is as big 
as it is and is still growing. It’s not just a 
matter of wasteful spending; it’s that the 
roots of our economy and being pulled 
out and the tree is drying up.

Please, if you care about the coun-
tries’ debt and future: you have to work 
towards bringing manufacturing back 
to the USA. It is the only way to fix our 
economy and to generate the wealth 
needed for a balanced budget. 
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Galit Couture
Bridal & Evening dresses

1470 Hylan Blvd, Staten Is-
land, NY, United States 10305

718-646-8190
www.galitcouture.us
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1029 Brighton Beach Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11235
www.Gourmanoff.com

718.517.2297
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The SICC is a place where academic excellence, 
individual achievement and the warmth of a com-
munity merge together.

The SICC Inc. is a not-for-profit community or-
ganization whose function is cultural educational 
and social improvements for Staten Island and 
otherboroudhs.

Our projects:

— NYC LISENCED, 
AFTER SCHOOL 
PROGRAM

— SUMMER DAY CAMP

— MUSIC, DANCE AND 
ART PROGRAM

— COMMUNITY
 EVENTS


